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To the Remarkable People from all walks of life who,
for over two decades, made their contribution both humble and high - to the success of Paris
To those who walked, to those who prayed,
To those who sang, to those who cried,
To those who challenged, to those who supported,

Paris and Beyond: Working
Together to Make a Difference
By Rt Revd Nicholas Holtam,
Bishop of Salisbury

To those who acted early,
To those who came with hope,
To those who came with facts,
To those who used the power of their influence,
To those who honored the public trust bestowed upon them,
To all those, the millions of people around the world
who labored now and before,
so long and so hard, I say:
This is your success.
Individually for each of you, but, more powerfully, collectively for all of us.
A critical milestone reached, a decisive turning point
inscribed into history.
We have come together to address the most daunting of
challenges. We have done so by respecting our differences
and setting aside our enmity, by focusing on the present we
share and the future we must build together.
As we celebrate this momentous step, may we remember that
the journey ahead, although irreversible, will equally require
our determination, our ingenuity, the best of our
humanity and above all our community of purpose.
Together we can.
Christiana Figueres, Executive Secretary,
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
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UN Secretary General, Ban Ki-moon, said the COP21 talks in Paris were the largest and most
complex he has ever been involved in. COP21 was a huge exercise - to gather representatives
of 196 countries made for a conference the size of which most of us have and never will
experience. And following the acts of terrorism in Paris just two weeks earlier, it was all the
more important to show the world that we can act together in the care of our common home.
The global agreement reached
on Saturday is far more
ambitious than many of us
had thought it might be in
the weeks running up to the
conference. Not only have
we got the 20c aspiration –
limiting the rise in global
temperatures to ‘well below’
20c above the pre-industrial
average – but we’ve also got an
The Bishop of Salisbury addressing President François
‘endeavour to limit’ them even
Hollande during the Paris Summit in December 2015.
further to 1.50c. Combined
with the five-yearly reviews of each country’s emissions cuts, and the provisions for climate
finance, this has turned out to be a promising deal going some way to preventing the most
catastrophic consequences for the world’s poorest and most vulnerable people.
Quite a few people noted on the first day of the conference, when the political leaders
were making inspiring speeches, that they used the language of NGOs. This was good
news: politicians are responsive, they felt the tipping of the political argument. The really
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important thing is to hold them to account for delivering what has been
agreed about a low carbon future.
Faith has made a difference to the conference. There has been an
astonishing ecumenical convergence about the care of the environment
and climate change. The ecumenical service in Notre Dame in the first
week of the conference was uplifting. It was introduced by the Cardinal
Archbishop of Paris, an Orthodox priest preached, and a female Lutheran
Archbishop read the Gospel, all
without comment. There
were three choirs: Catholic,
Orthodox and Protestant.
We prayed together for
the environment and
for COP21, which was so
pressing and so important as
to make relatively insignificant
the other differences between us.
The same point makes possible a
working relationship with people of other
faiths. Their involvement in the renewal of the Lambeth declaration on climate change in June
2015 was striking. It also led to most of the faith groups present in the UK issuing their own
statements about climate change - this was very welcome. In Paris a group of 20 faith leaders
presented to President Hollande petitions signed by more than 1.8 million people from faith
communities around the world.
The pilgrims who walked from London and from various parts of the world, gave credibility
to the faith communities present on the edge of the summit. I think their witness was what
moved Christiana Figueres, Executive Secretary of the UNFCCC, to tears when she met them
on the Saturday before the conference began. One of the memorable moments was of her
dancing with the Archbishop of Cape Town. The pilgrims told extraordinary stories about the
journeys that they had made. It will have changed them forever, and I hope it will change the
communities to which they return.
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The outcome of COP21 is only in part for the governments of the world. Certainly they have a
tough task ahead of them. But so do we, as individuals and communities, trying to respond
to the reality of the need for repentance and amendment of life if we are to reduce our carbon
footprint. It is an invigorating challenge on which hangs the health and wellbeing of our
grandchildren. When the Prime Minister said that our grandchildren will ask ‘What did we do
at this particular moment in our history?’, it won’t be good enough to say that we questioned
the science and worried about the economics. We need to work out how to use transitional
technology in order to find a low carbon future.
It’s not just an individual commitment – there are things we can do together as the Church as
well. In each church community we can be working towards becoming an Eco-Church, reducing
our heating and electricity bills, finding sources of renewable energy, and being more efficient
about the resources we use. These are quite simple, but actually quite demanding things we
can do to try and shrink our carbon footprint. Very practically, our Shrinking the Footprint
initiative is doing excellent work in encouraging our churches to look at ways to do that.
COP21 has been hard won and now needs to be hard-wired. This isn’t an optional extra for us
as Christians and as Anglicans. Caring for creation has been one of the Anglican Communion’s
marks of mission since the 1980s: it’s who we are as a Church and who we are as Christians.
Rt Revd Nicholas Holtam, Bishop of Salisbury, Lead Bishop on the Environment and Chair, Church
of England’s Environment Working Group.
CofE Environmental Working Group
which reports to the Archbishops’
Council. Members include:
Bishop of Salisbury (chair)
the Bishops of Dudley and Kingston,
Robyn Pender, Revd Dave Bookless,
Philip Fletcher, Martyn Goss,
Vicky Johnson, Janet Gough
and Malcolm Brown.
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Welcome for the Paris Agreement By Archbishop Justin Welby
I warmly welcome the agreement setting a clear and ambitious path towards tackling global
climate change. In the run-up to the summit I, alongside many other faith leaders, endorsed
the Lambeth Declaration on Climate Change which recognised the COP21 negotiations as a
pivotal moment in the urgent global challenge to tackle climate change. As faith leaders, we
urged those participating in the negotiations to apply the best of our world’s intellectual,
economic and political resources to reach a legally-binding global agreement to limit the
global rise in average temperatures to 20c. The commitment made by world leaders to hold the
increase in global temperatures to ‘well below’ this level is welcome and courageous progress.
Those most affected by climate change are the poor. In our prayers and actions we must
demonstrate our love for them through sustainable and generous innovation. The success of
the negotiations to bring together so many different countries and groups to an agreement is
a remarkable achievement.
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from London to Paris carrying our own hopes for a deal. What practically does this new era mean
for investors? The best risk control method for investors remains not to wait and see, but to
work harder than ever to make the low carbon future happen. At the Church Commissioners we
are already active in all of these ways. The ‘Aiming for A’ engagement initiative in which we are
involved, and which successfully filed shareholder resolutions at the BP and Shell AGMs, is the
flagship investor initiative for assertive stewardship of companies whose businesses are highly
impacted by climate change. We are filing more resolutions in the mining sector and are looking
for even clearer support from the investor community.
We will be working to ensure our portfolio is well positioned in the light of it and will revisit
the ambition of our asks of policy makers and companies to continue to be at the forefront of
responsible institutional investment.

Statement from Conference of European Churches (CEC)
by CEC General Secretary Guy Liagre

One of the Anglican Communion’s marks of mission says that we are “to strive to safeguard
the integrity of creation, and sustain and renew the life of the earth”. The global church
– extraordinarily led on the issue of climate change by Pope Francis and the Ecumenical
Patriarch – must be a key partner in tackling climate change. As the Body of Christ, his church
is called to be incarnational. Each of us has a role to play, if we are to help achieve what has
been agreed in Paris.

CEC has long advocated for a strong link between economic and environmental justice. We
welcome this agreement as a signal of hope, and as significant recognition of the necessity of
global and common action. Churches and ecumenical organisations from Europe and around
the world had a strong presence at COP21. Their efforts in shedding light on the ethical
dimensions, care for the vulnerable, and accepting human responsibility for climate change
were acknowledged during negotiations.

COP21 Heralds a New Era of Responsible Investment by Edward
Mason, Head of Responsible Investment, the Church Commissioners

Christian Aid by Mohamed Adow, Senior Climate Advisor

The Paris Agreement was an extraordinary diplomatic achievement. Implementing it will be an
equally extraordinary and yet more unprecedented feat. It requires all of us to recognise the new
era and to play our part.
The new era is not being imposed on non-state actors. One of the reasons for the success in Paris
was that non-state actors were fully involved with the Paris process. Companies and investors in
their hundreds signalled that they wanted a deal. People in their hundreds of thousands marched
in the capitals of the world. The Church of England’s pilgrims to Paris even walked the 200 miles
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For the first time in history the whole world has made a public commitment to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions and deal with the impacts of climate change. Crucially the Paris Accord has not left
poor countries behind. Richer countries have committed to deliver the finance they promised
to help developing countries adapt and grow in a clean and sustainable way. As the world’s fifth
largest economy, Britain is a major player at such global summits. This agreement represents
a success for Britain’s long term national and international climate policy. For a country
that is serious about the economics of the future and takes responsibility for its place in an
interconnected world, these actions are no longer optional, they are necessary.
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Among the faith based organisations
involved with Cop 21

Don’t Stop: 2016 Update

Pilgrimage2Paris Nearly 50 pilgrims walked 200-mile journey from London to Paris calling
on world leaders to agree a fair, ambitious and binding climate deal in Paris. The pilgrimage
began with a special service at in St Martin in the Fields and took 14 days to arrive in the
centre of Paris with pilgrims staying in churches, church halls and houses of church members
along the way following in a centuries-old tradition. The pilgrimage was managed by the
Church of England in association with Christian Aid, CAFOD and Tearfund.
www.pilgrimage2paris.org.uk

In 2008 despite being in the grip of recession with the year beginning with Black Monday, the
UK saw building start on the Olympic stadium, Boris Johnson became Mayor of London, in the
United States Barack Obama was the first African-American to be nominated for president and
we launched Don’t Stop at the Lights in the Chapter House of St Paul’s Cathedral. There was no
mention then of fracking, divestment or, as I recall, a summit in Paris.

Pray and Fast for the Climate Pray and Fast for the Climate encouraged the use of the first of
each month for a meaningful and just global climate agreement.
www.prayandfastfortheclimate.org.uk
Hope for the Future An ecumenical, nationwide campaign to encourage and equip individuals,
churches and groups to lobby their MP on climate change. www.hftf.org.uk
Our Voices
A worldwide, multi-faith climate campaign working with Green Faith to involve people from
over 60 countries in an on-line community. Initiatives involved a march and gathering of 110
young faith leaders from over 30 countries in Rome. www.ourvoices.net

By David Shreeve

Much of the book remains as good now as it was then, but we have gone through it to correct
some information which has changed.
Don’t Stop at the Lights was written to show that the environment can be very much part of
Church life throughout the year, part of managing the building and its land and a feature of any
act of worship. There is no excuse not to include it. It is hard to imagine faith without it - and
the aim of this book is to help show how.

Keep Looking
And for all this, nature is never spent;
There lives the dearest freshness deep down things;
And though the last lights off the black West went
Oh, morning, at the brown brink eastward, springs –
Because the Holy Ghost over the bent
World broods with warm breast and with ah! bright wings.
GM Hopkins (quoted p 89)
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Keep Looking

Lambeth Declarations
2009 and 2015

When we began working on the Church’s response to the ecological challenge I knew intuitively that
the crisis of humanity’s relationship with the rest of the planet was at heart a spiritual one, and that
we had to begin by looking deeply into matters of the spirit. It was a very great joy to discover that
by so doing, not only did we find and share the energy to respond to the crisis, but we also found a
renewed faith.

The Archbishop of Canterbury hosted a meeting of faith leaders and faith-based and
community organisations at Lambeth Palace on 29 October 2009 to discuss the response of
faith communities to environmental issues. As a result the meeting agreed the first Lambeth
Declaration. In 2015 a new Lambeth Declaration was signed and endorsed by a large number
of the faith community as part of the run-up to the Paris Climate Summit.

Biblical teaching has been blamed for the problem: after all, it awarded human beings dominion over
the planet and the apparently God-given duty to subdue the earth. Victorian magnates discovered
tremendous power to harness the elements of water, fire and air, and to mine the earth, and felt
satisfaction that they were serving God’s purpose by using these powers to serve humanity’s comfort.
Don’t Stop at the Lights saw us revisiting the biblical passages and other Christian teaching through
the prism of the Christian year, guided by the scholarship of Robert Murray and Margaret Barker,
inspired by the vision of Richard Chartres, and we found new bright insights.

Lambeth Declaration 2015
on Climate Change

By Claire Foster-Gilbert

•	Advent’s uncertainty and expectation reflected in Job as we are reminded of the power of the
(now) bounded sea, a harrowing image for the 21st century reader thinking of rising sea levels
(pp 17ff).
•	The Christmas revelation of the tiny, human Christ-child as a microcosm of the universe (pp
29ff).
• Epiphany’s sensual awakening to the whole globe (pp 44ff).
•	Lent’s call to restrain greed, seek the fruit of the tree of wisdom not of knowledge and look
again at what the world is (pp 56ff).
• The ecological paradigm of crucifixion and resurrection in Holy Week (pp 71ff).
•	The setting free to be one’s utterly unique self in a creation of utmost diversity and
interdependence from Ascension to Pentecost (pp 84ff), and the essence of dynamic inclusivity
that Trinity Sunday tells (p 99).
And in the end, knowing deeply that our search for the desperately needed change of humanity’s heart
is a prayer, a prayer that will change our hearts because it is heartfelt, a prayer that God will surely
hear.
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As leaders of the faith communities we recognise the urgent need for action on climate
change.
From the perspective of our different faiths we see the earth as a beautiful gift. We are all
called to care for the earth and have a responsibility to live creatively and sustainably in a
world of finite resources.
Climate change is already disproportionately affecting the poorest in the world. The demands
of justice as well as of creation require the nations of the world urgently to limit the global
rise in average temperatures to a maximum of 2oC, as agreed by the United Nations in Cancun.
We have a responsibility to act now, for ourselves, our neighbours and for future generations.
The scale of change needed to make the transition to a low carbon economy is considerable
and the task urgent. We need to apply the best of our intellectual, economic and political
resources. Spirituality is a powerful agent of change. Faith has a crucial role to play in
resourcing both individual and collective change.
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We call on our faith communities to:
•	Recognise the urgency of the tasks involved in making the transition to a low carbon
economy.
•	Develop the spiritual and theological resources that will strengthen us individually and
together in our care of the earth, each other and future generations.
•	Encourage and pray for those engaged in the intellectual, economic, political and
spiritual effort needed to address this crisis.
•	Work with our communities and partners in the UK and internationally to mitigate the
effects of climate change on the poorest and most vulnerable communities in the world.
•	Build on the examples of local and international action to live and to work together
sustainably.
•	Redouble our efforts to reduce emissions that result from our own institutional and
individual activities.
As representatives of the vast numbers of people of faith across the globe we urge our
Government to use their influence to achieve a legally-binding commitment at the
international Climate Change talks in Paris, and with the continuing programme beyond.
Through our various traditions we bring our prayers for the success of the negotiations.
We call with humility, with a determination enlivened by our faith and with awareness of the
need for courage, justice and hope. We are faced with a huge challenge. But we are hopeful
that the necessary changes can be made - for the sake of all who share this world today - and
those who will share it tomorrow.
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Updates to Don’t Stop at the Lights
Page10: Interfaith Power and Light. Over 15,000 congregations are now involved.
www.InterfaithPowerandLight.org
Page 10: LEDs - Low energy lighting has moved on from the twisted tubes of the bulbs
pictured in Don’t Stop at the Lights. LED technology is constantly evolving and offers long
lasting, low power lamps in a variety of light tones which are easily inserted into existing fittings.
Page 32 and Page 124: Shrinking the Footprint the Church of England’s national
campaign to enable the whole Church to address – in faith, practice and mission – the issue of
climate change, began auditing the church’s energy footprint in 2006. This involved a simple
questionnaire for churches to record their annual energy using information on utility bills. Later
churches were able to register on-line in a scheme called sMeasure where energy use linked to
climate details could be monitored to identify how efficiently energy was being used.
Several hundred churches took part inputting meter readings and the resulting data was used
to produce an estimated Church of England footprint and energy use figure. Although the
information was useful the numbers participating was low. Energy use data is now gathered
from churches that are part of the Energy Basket, a bulk purchase agreement negotiated by the
CofE’s National Procurement Team, which is providing a better insight into usage and carbon
footprint involving over 2000 churches nationwide.
www.churchcare.org
www.churchofengland.org/about-us/our-buildings/shrinking-the-footprint
Page 39: In 2015 Plough Sunday celebrations were held at St Martin’s in the Bull Ring in
Birmingham, Hedenham Church in Norfolk, Sherborne Abbey, Chichester Cathedral and Exeter
Cathedral.
Page 41: Stanton St Quinton, Living Churchyard Project. Members have recorded an
increased number of flora, with an extra 7 species and uploaded 71 biological records.
Volunteers needed. www.stgileslivingchurchyard.blogspot.com
Page 42: Alternative Power. Renewable sources of heat and electricity have moved on
considerably. A map of all the existing installations and case studies can be seen on the
Shrinking the Footprint website.
Page 53: One excellent way of creating awareness of Lent has been chosen by The Bishop
of Ramsbury, Dr Edward Condry. In 2014 he gave up his car - no easy task as his main
occupation is looking after churches in the rural parts of the Salisbury diocese which he reckons
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involves him driving more than 2000 miles a year. Trips beyond his cycle power are undertaken
by buses and trains. The Bishop has found that his Lenten travel is not only helping the planet
but provides extra time for him literally ‘switching off’ and provides him with space to think
properly and pray deeply.
Page 81: Canon David Wyatt is currently transforming the gardens at the nearby Ascension
Church, Broughton. www.salfordascension.org/creatingacommunityfacility.html
Page 82: Sharing environmental concern - working with other faiths Sharing Eden sets out
to show how respect for the environment is at the heart of the Jewish, Christian and Muslim
faiths. ISBN 978-1-84774-041-0. www.kubepublishingh.com
Page 82: Sadly the Wakefield diocese carbon offsetting project is no longer running, but
Caroline Pomeroy of Climate Stewards reminds us that offsetting is one way in which the local
church can respond to climate change. www.climatestewards.org
Page 96: ‘We love Yew’ a national yew tree project celebrating the 800th anniversary of
Magna Carta encouraged churches and local communities to care for yew trees and learn
about their heritage and management. www.conservationfoundation.co.uk
Page 97: Caring for God’s Acre. An Action Pack covering thirty-three subjects ranging
from management of the natural and man-made environment through to the use of sites for
learning and community activity can be purchased (£15.00 plus £4 P&P) or the individual sheets
downloaded. There is also a Churchyard and Burial Ground Education Pack is available as a
download. www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk
Page 102: Creation Time. Worship materials can be found at www.ctbi.org
Page 105: The Annual Pet Service has moved from St Paul’s Whinmoor to St James,
Seacroft and is now held in June. www.seacroftparish.org.uk
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•
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•
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•
•
•
•

Christian Aid now www.christian-aid.org
Council for National Parks now Campaign etc www.cnp.org.uk
Council for the Protection of Rural England now Campaign www.cpre.org.uk
Countryside Alliance now www.countyrside-alliance.org
Countryside Restoration Trust: now www.countrysiderestorationtrust.com
Historic Churches Preservation Trust now www.st-martin-on-the-hill.org.uk/hcpt.htm
Mammal Society now www.mammal.org.uk
Society of Ordained Scientists now www.ordained scientists.wordpress.com
Women’s Environmental Network now www.wen.org.uk

More news
Green Christian is the new name for Christian Ecology Link which was formed
www.greenchristian.org
Operation Noah has moved to The Neighbourhood Office, 40 Bermondsey Street, London
SE1 3UD. www.operationnoah.org
Parish Buying is the Church of England’s national procurement scheme which offers negotiated
deals on items ranging from paper to energy. www.parishbuying.org.uk
John Ray Initiative Paris Summit Briefing 2016 conference “A Sustainable Future? - a
serious look at the new Sustainable Development Goals” on Saturday 5th March 2016 in
Birmingham. www.jri.org.uk
A Rocha UK has launched Eco Church a new award scheme replacing EcoCongregation
designed to motivate and resource churches in England and Wales to care for God’s earth as
part of their everyday work and witness. www.ecochurch.arocha.org.uk

Page 106: The Cathedral and Church Buildings Division is working with Natural England to
help those churches which are most affected by large bat populations. Guidance is available
on www.churchcare.co.uk.
Page 110 – 115: Changes to websites listed
• A Rocha UK now www.arocha.org.uk/ecochurch
• Birdlife International now www.birdlife.org
•	British Association for the Advancement of Science now the British Science Association
www.britishscienceassociation.org
• British Dragonfly Society now www.british-dragonflies.org.uk
• British Urban Regeneration Association now www.rudi.net
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